Lessons from the first to the latest nation to enact national health insurance.
In 1989, South Korea became the latest country to enact a national health insurance plan. In 1989-91, South Korea experienced a 22 percent increase in health care spending despite instituting the world's highest level of cost-sharing and coinsurance. Now, taking a page from the lesson book of Germany--the first country to adopt a national insurance strategy--South Korea is applying a system of global budgeting that should produce an optimal amount of cost control while preserving consumer choice.